[Inhibition of platelet function in pediatric medicine (author's transl)].
The postulated importance of platelets in the pathogenesis of thromboembolic events has stimulated interest in drugs that inhibit platelet function. Clinical trials of antiplatelet agents in the secondary prevention of myocardial infarction and transient ischaemic attacks have so far been inconclusive. In children antiplatelet drugs area used on the evidence of nothing but anecdote. Optimum drug or combination of drugs and dosage are still controversial. Possible fruitful applications of platelet modifying agents such as aspirin and dipyridamole in paediatric nephrology and cardiology await further evaluation in prospective trials.